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1 – GERMAN BROADBAND MARKET 
 
Here after some statistics are available for the German market: 

• Broadband Penetration 
• Average Local Loop Lengths 
• Distribution of Broadband Subscribers by Type of Technology 
• Price per Mbps 
• Regulated Services Overview 
• Next Generation Access (NGA) debate overview 

 
Compared to its neighbored France the German market is very similar except for the Average Local 
Loop Lengths and Price per Mbps. 
 

 
 
Number of Broadband Subscribers per 100 Inhabitants in OECD Countries, 2001-2007 (Source: ITIF May 2008) 
 

 
 
Average Local Loop Lengths in Selected OECD Countries (Source: ITIF May 2008) 



 

 
 
Distribution of Broadband Subscribers in OECD Countries by Type of Broadband Technology per 100 Inhabitants, 2007 (Source: ITIF May 2008) 
 

 
 
ITI F’s Broadband Rankings among the OECD Countries, 2007 
 



 

 
 
Overview of regulated services in various international markets (Sources: Ovum, Yankee Group, OECD, individual regulators) 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Summary of Next Generation Access debate/remedies by market (Source: Spectrum Value Partners 2008) 
 



 

2 – GERMAN BROADBAND EXPANSION PLAN 
 

 
(© dpa/picture-alliance)  
 
Faced with the economic crisis, the German government placed on information technology and communication (ICT). 
Chancellor Angela Merkel had announced at the 3rd Summit on ICT, 20 November 2008, Darmstadt: it will broaden 
access to broadband Internet into more remote rural areas. "China and emerging countries develop their road networks. 
Similarly, we must develop our broadband networks," she explained. The broadband digital networks are a key to the 
growth of European industrial societies.  
 
The ambition of the German Government is to ensure that not one inch of territory, even rural, is denied of access to 
broadband Internet. According to the Chancellor, this will be done in Germany “in a few years." But Merkel does not 
stop there. It also promises to commit to expand the access of rural areas and sparsely populated broadband networks 
(DSL, UMTS) within the European Union (EU).  
To realize her ambition, the German government promised "incentives" to boost business investment in the development 
of telecommunications networks. It will also create new frequencies for digital wireless applications, in agreement with 
the Länder. 
 
On this occasion, the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology has presented its strategy "Broadband for the 
Future", jointly developed with industry in the field of ICT and whose objective is to cover all German territory with 
broadband. The federal government had already supported this project through various measures.  
 
Among the 5 leading European nations in the ICT field, Germany is in second place behind Britain in terms of 
broadcasting and use of ICT. Currently, the majority of the Germans use a broadband connection. End 2008, 
approximately 60% of households use a broadband connection (at least 1 Mbit / s), experts predict that by the end of 
2009 more than 99% will be equipped with this type of connection. The next step will be the construction of modern data 
networks with rates of 50 Mbit / s and beyond, to promote growth in ICT and to exploit the impulse given by the politics. 
 
Michael Glos, Federal Minister of Economics and Technology (BMWi), sees the positive improvements in the isolation 
of certain areas of Germany with regard to broadband connections. As represented on the new version of the map of 
broadband in Germany [below], many areas have been equipped with high speed in recent years. At present, 98% of 
households have the opportunity to use a broadband connection. With over 5 million new users in 2007, the German 
market for broadband is one of the most dynamic in Europe. The proportion of customers using a broadband connection 
with a throughput greater than 2 Mbit / s is over 70%. 
 



 

Despite this positive, more than 700,000 homes are without access to broadband. "That is why the federal government 
will intensify its efforts in this area," said Mr Glos. The federal government is already promoting the expansion of 
broadband coverage through a series of measures. Recently within the BMWi, a working group was established to act 
actively on the lack of broadband coverage in certain areas. This group consists of members from associations of the IT 
industry, the National Telecommunications Regulatory of Germany (Bundesnetzagentur), leaders of the Länder, the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Germany (DIHK) and competence centers specializing in broadband technology.  
 
"When this group of actors work together, it is possible to find economic and solid solutions in most cases," said Mr 
Glos. There are often small and medium enterprises which are on site and propose alternative technologies that 
can rapidly be implemented. 
 

 
 



 

3 – ELCON VALUE PROPOSAL 
 
ELCON Systemtechnik GmbH with headquarter in Hartmannsdorf (Germany), is a European 
supplier leader of transmission equipment and network access for the optimization of 
telecommunications networks over copper, fiber and coaxial cable. 
 
Access to broadband is a priority for the German country planning on which ELCON is giving its 
support. 
 
Faced with this challenge to society, ELCON offers a set of technological solution that aims to open 
up areas of the territory that do not have access to the Internet or make the triple play accessible to 
all. 
 
The following solutions are part of ELCON support program: 
 

• ELCONnect coax that provides easy and low cost distribution of the Internet on coaxial cable 
for small communities (hotels, retirement residence, hospitals ...) and this from a single 
Internet access point , typically a wireless link (Satellite, Wimax) or a fixed line. 
 

• ELCONnect DSL-Extender that allow operators to make eligible not covered areas or to give 
a much higher speed to existing not broadband customers. 
 

•  ELCONnect fiber that allows city carriers to offer broadband access based on private fiber 
network to the local citizens. 

 
More details about all these applications are available on ELCON dedicated white papers. 
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